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Arquitectonica 


A rendering of a proposal for renovation of the Coconut Grove 
Playhouse shows the restored front building at left with a new theater 


auditorium at right. 


WINNER OF 22 
PULITZER PRIZES 


COCONUT GROVE 


| SUNDAY DECEMBER 17 2017 


lami Herald 


Partly cloudy 
$3 °/64° see 10c 


H1 


Miami Commission 
derails plan to reopen 
historic Grove playhouse 


BY ANDRES VIGLUCCI 
aviglucci@miamiherald.com 


A controversial, years-in-the- 
making plan to reopen the Coco- 
nut Grove Playhouse appears to 
have been abruptly derailed by 
Miami commissioners. 

The commission’s 3-2 vote, 


which came at 9 p.m. Thursday 
after an odd and confounding 
hearing, casts new uncertainty 
over when the playhouse, closed 
for 11 years, will host live theater 
again. 

Acting on a motion by Com- 
missioner Ken Russell, the com- 
mission essentially upended an 
in-progress $20 million 


Miami-Dade County plan that 
hinged on demolition of the play- 
house’s deteriorated 1,100-seat 
auditorium and its replacement 
with a modern 300-seat theater 
—a size that backers and county 
officials say would be financially 


SEE PLAYHOUSE, 2A 


GOULDS 


Shooting 
death of 
2-year-old 


boy saddens 


and angers 
community 


BY CHARLES RABIN 
crabin@miamiherald.com 
BY HOWARD COHEN 
hcohen@miamiherald.com 
BY LANCE DIXON 
Idixon@miamiherald.com 


A South Miami-Dade commu- 
nity is grieving as community 
leaders, exasperated residents 
and police search for answers in 
the death of a 2-year-old boy in 
the middle of the holiday season. 

Carnell Williams-Thomas was 
doing what countless children 
have done, playing and taking a 
carefree ride on a scooter in the 
courtyard of his family’s apart- 
ment complex. Neighbors said 
he was excited about learning 
how to a ride a bicycle as he 
played with other older kids in 
the Arthur Mays Villas public 
housing complex in Goulds. 

On Friday night, before he 
could get any closer to learning 
how to ride, his life was taken— 
likely by a stray bullet. 

Elected officials, police and 
clergy gathered Saturday for a 
press conference at Goulds Park, 
across the street from the apart- 
ment complex. They made tear- 
ful, impassioned pleas to the 
community to provide informa- 
tion on the shooting. 

“All I could picture was the 
mind of that child. The hope he 
had for the future,” said Miami- 
Dade Police Director Juan Perez. 
“What was going through his 
mind as he took his last breath? 
That’s all I kept thinking about.” 

Community members who 
have seen similar shootings and 
felt the losses said residents have 
to put aside whatever relation- 
ships they have to identify the 
shooter and get justice for Car- 
nell. 
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CARL JUSTE cjuste@miamiherald.com 


After what would be his last at bat as a Miami Marlin, Giancarlo Stanton gets a standing ovation from 
fans despite striking out in the bottom of the ninth inning Oct. 1 against the Atlanta Braves. Stanton 
had fallen just short of hitting 60 home runs. 
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WHAT HAS BEEN 
IN PLACE HAS NOT 
BEEN WORKING. 
IT'S EVIDENT IT 
HAS NOT BEEN 
WORKING. WE NEED 
TO FIX THAT. WE 
JUST CAN'T 
CONTINUE TO DIG 
OURSELVES A 
BIGGER HOLE. 


BY CLARK SPENCER 
cspencer@miamiherald.com 


Fire sale. Salary dump. Tear- 
down. Dismantling. 

Take your pick. 

To untrusting Marlins fans, 
they’re the words that never 
seem to go away, tearing at 
their faith in a seemingly end- 
less cycle of payroll cuts and 


Derek Jeter, 
chief executive 
officer and 
part owner of 
the Miami 
Marlins and 
former New 
York Yankees 


crushing their spirits as stars 
and hometown heroes are bar- 
tered off in one unpopular trade 
after another. 

That’s been the team’s histo- 


“Marlins fans have gotten 
more punches in the gut than 
just about any other fan base,” 
said former major league gener- 
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RUSSIA DENIALS: 
LIE OF THE YEAR 


PolitiFact has selected 
President Donald Trump’s 
repeated denials that 
Russian operatives 

did not attempt to 
influence the 2016 
presidential election as the 
biggest lie of 2017, 1B 


SPORTS 


UM BASKETBALL 
STAYS UNBEATEN 


The University of Miami 
men’s basketball team 
gets off to a fast start en 
route to its ninth win of a 
thus far undefeated 
season, 59-50 over George 
Washington, 1C 


TROPICAL SUNDAY 
B-MOVIE KING 


Derek Jeter player. G ETS SPOTLIG HT 
After more than four 
decades of moviemaking, 
Jairo Pinilla — godfather 
Courtesy of the Williams Family of Colombian horror films 
Carnelle Williams-Thomas, 2, was and B-movies — is 
shot and killed at a South ivina th try’ 
Miami-Dade apartment complex, receiving the country s 
according to Miami-Dade police. „Ai highest film honor, 1M 
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